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THE EXAMPLE

A super simple blog

Why you should use Django
<h1>Why you should use Django</h1> | | |
<p>by r*aul, 4 min r*ead</p> Django 6.0 shipped in December 2025.
<p>Django 6.0 shipped ...</p>
<button>Like ({{ entry.likes }})</button>

{ Like (41) }

— A blog entry with a like button
— Four 1lines of a standard Django template

— One click renders everything again just to change one number



THE EXAMPLE

Rebuilding the whole page, or just one piece
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14 KB 64 bytes
— The server renders the whole template — The server renders one fragment

— The browser rebuilds every element — The browser replaces one element



BACKGROUND

Django and htmx: What are they?

— A Python web framework — A small JavaScript library

— Traditionally sends a whole page per request — Lets HTML ask the server for more HTML

{% load static %}
<script src="4{% static 'htmx.min.js' %}" defer></script>

def entry_detail(request, pk):
entry = get_object_or_404(Entry, pk=pk)
return render(request, "entry.html", {"entry": entry})



BACKGROUND

What htmx does when the button is clicked

<button hx-post="/entry/1/1like"
hx-swap="outerHTML">
Like ({{ entry.likes }})
</button>

hx-post hx-swap

[ Like (41) J views.py [ Like (42) J

— The reply is HTML, not JSON: the server sends the button back



THE PROBLEM

Before: adding a fragment meant one more file

templates/

— entry.html <h1>Why you should use Django</hl1>
| _like.html <p>by raul, 4 min read</p>

— _comments.html <p>Django 6.0 shipped ...</p>

L _related.html {% include "_1like.html" %}

— include and block both need a

SEPErEiie FALE <button hx-post="/entry/1/1like"
— The button is not in the file hx—swap:"outePHTML">
that uses it Like ({{ entry.likes }})
</button>



PARTIALS

Django 6.0 added template partials

{% partialdef like_button %}

<button>Like ({{ entry.likes }})</button>
{% endpartialdef %}

{% partial like_button %}

— partialdef names a fragment where it is used
— partial renders it, as often as needed

— Started as django-template-partials, now in core

github.com/carltongibson/django-template-partials


https://github.com/carltongibson/django-template-partials

PARTIALS

Three ways to reuse a fragment of a page

include
A

extends and block {%
1%
{%

partialdef and partial {%
{%
{%

include " _Tlike.html" %}

extends "base.html" %}
block content %}
endblock %}

partialdef 1like_button %}
endpartialdef %}
partial like_button %}



PARTIALS

A Django view can return just the button fragment

def like(request, pk):

entry = get_object_or_404(Entry, pk=pk)
entry.likes += 1
entry.save()

return render(request, "entry.html#like_button", {"entry": entry})

— The #like_button suffix picks one fragment out of the template
= Works with render, get_template and include

— The response here is the HTML for the button on its own



PARTIALS

The partial HTML can be used where 1t is defined

{% partialdef like_button inline %}
<button hx-post="/entry/1/1like"
hx-swap="outerHTML">

Like ({{ entry.likes }})
</button>

{% endpartialdef %}

= inline renders the fragment right where it is defined
— The htmx attributes are on the button itself

— One definition serves the first load and every update after



IN PRACTICE

The original button, now a partial

Why you should use Django

<button hx-post="/entry/1/1like"

Django 6.0 shipped in December 2025. hx-swap="outerHTML">

{Like(41)} </tlke (42)

utton>
templates/ — Only the button is replaced, nothing else
L- entry.html moves

— Django rendered just the button and htmx
swapped 1t in

— No page reload, no JavaScript written



IN PRACTICE

A second partial in the same file

<ul id="T1list"> chris: cool!
{% partialdef rows inline %}
{% for c in comments %}
<1i>{{ c.author }}: {{ c.text }}</1i>
{% endfor %}
{% endpartialdef %}

raul: thanks!

</ul>
<button hx-get="/entry/1/comments"
hx-target="#list" {lﬂadane }
hx-swap="beforeend">
Load more
</button> — The view returns rows

— htmx appends them to the 1list



IN PRACTICE

Files simplified: now we need just one

templates/

{%

entry.html
_like.html
_comments.html
_related.html

include " _Tlike.html" %}

templates/
L entry.html

{% partialdef like_button inline %}
<button hx-post="/entry/1/1like"
hx-swap="outerHTML">
Like ({{ entry.likes }})
</button>
{% endpartialdef %}



WHAT NEXT

This 1dea may be heading into HTML itself

— More HTTP methods directly from HTML — The browser streams HTML into named slots
— Controls that can target any element — A WICG proposal, behind a flag in Chrome 148
— A WHATWG proposal, polyfill available today — No cross-browser support yet

github.com/alexpetros/triptych github.com/WICG/declarative-partial-updates


https://github.com/alexpetros/triptych
https://github.com/WICG/declarative-partial-updates

RECAP

A Quick Look at Django Template Partials

{% partialdef like_button inline %}

<button hx-post="/entry/1/1ike" hx-swap="outerHTML">
Like ({{ entry.likes }})
</button>

{% endpartialdef %}

def like(request, pk):

entry = get_object_or_404(Entry, pk=pk)
entry.likes += 1
entry.save()

return render(request, "entry.html#like_button", {"entry": entry})



Thanks!

Raul Negron-0tero

— Template partials, Django docs — Triptych, Alexander Petros
— django-template-partials, Carlton Gibson — Declarative Partial Updates, WICG
— htmx, Big Sky Software — Django Developers Survey 2026, JetBrains

— django-htmx, Adam Johnson
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